
 

 

 
To Mainspring Books Team, 
 
I am writing this letter to highly recommend the book "Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel" by Suzann Albright 
for exhibition at the upcoming Book Event. As the Inhouse book critics, we have carefully reviewed 
numerous literary works, and " Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel " stands out as a captivating and thought-
provoking novel that deserves recognition. 
 
Set in the same region of Virginia where John Boy and his siblings grew up on Walton's Mountain during 
the Depression, " Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel " takes us on a journey through the lives of five 
adolescents on Charry Ridge in the early 21st century, with an unexpected naif narrator—a crow. This 
unique perspective adds a touch of magic and intrigue to the narrative, allowing readers to explore the 
characters' experiences from an enchanting and insightful vantage point. 
 
The book expertly weaves together multiple storylines, each featuring a young protagonist facing their 
own personal challenges. Torn between keeping a fledgling bird or returning it to the wild, Kevin grapples 
with responsibility and compassion. While living in fear of his abusive father, Virgil navigates a perilous 
path to protect himself and his mother. Ashley and Katelyn, sisters burdened by loss, find solace and 
purpose in developing their artistic talents. Throughout their journeys, readers witness the growth and 
resilience of these young individuals, offering inspiration and hope. 
 
One of the most remarkable aspects of " Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel " is the author's ability to 
seamlessly incorporate research-based information about wildlife, history, and contemporary culture of 
southern Appalachia. Through the wise, old pine tree and the perspectives of domestic and wild animals, 
readers gain a deeper understanding of the region's rich heritage and the challenges faced by its 
inhabitants. The storytelling and factual knowledge blend make this novel entertaining and educational, 
offering a unique reading experience. 
 
Furthermore, the author's website, suzannalbright.com, supplements the book with additional related 
information and multimedia content. This thoughtful integration of digital resources enhances the reader's 
engagement and provides a comprehensive experience beyond the book’s pages. 
 
" Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel " is a remarkable literary work that combines elements of magical realism, 
coming-of-age narratives, and educational storytelling. It is a testament to the author's skill in crafting a 
captivating and meaningful tale. We strongly believe that this book will captivate readers of all ages and 
resonate with anyone who appreciates the beauty of Appalachia, the power of friendship, and the triumph 
of the human spirit. 
 
We wholeheartedly recommend "Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel" for exhibition at the upcoming Book 
Event. It will undoubtedly enrich the event's collection and engage attendees with its unique storytelling 
and valuable insights into the southern Appalachian region. 
 
Thank you for considering our recommendation, and we eagerly look forward to experiencing the success 
and recognition that "Crossing Charry Ridge: A Novel" deserves. 
 
Sincerely, 
Inhouse Book Critic 
MAINSPRING BOOKS 


